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915 South Armstrong 
Kingsville, Texas  78363 

361-595-5771 

 

Visit our Campus Website: 
http://memorial.kvisd.esc2.net 

Welcome to the 09-10 School Year 

Parents, teachers, administrators, and 
MMS staff members all share in             
developing and maintaining high            
expectations for our students’ academic 
success.  Both experience and research 
demonstrate to us that a child’s             
educational success depends upon the    
development of a strong and mutual    
partnership between the home and the 
school.  This partnership strives on active 
and continuous communication among the 
educational partners.  The following      
information will be helpful in enabling 
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Developmental Characteristics 

                                                                   ��������	
����
�����	
· have high energy, but need much rest 
· experience growth spurts 
· have an increased need for personal hygiene 
· change eating patterns 
· have uneven coordination 
 

                                                                   ������	���	���������	�����������	
· express feelings by actions rather that words 
· display moodiness 
· are impulsive, unaware 
· experiment with behavior, roles, appearance, self-image 
· struggle with sense of identity 
· have increased distractions from doing homework 
· give one word answers to adult questions 
· have an increased emphasis on peer relations/peer pressure 
 

          ������������	����������� �
· have increased ability to think abstractly 
· learn best through active, hands-on activities 
· are concerned with rules and fairness 
· lack understanding of cause and effect 
· has emerging ability in skill or content area 
· develop interest in current events, materialism 
· are idealistic 
· develop ideals and select role models 
· begin to develop risk-taking behaviors 
· think in the short term 

����������	
����	 �
 

Kingsville ISD Website:   www.kvisd.esc2.net 
Parent Teacher Association:  www.pta.org 

Texas Education Agency:  www.tea.state.tx.us 
United States Department of Education:  www.nochildleftbehind.gov 

Kingsville ISD Administration:   361-592-3387 
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Listed below are some questions parents can ask teachers to provide additional ways to  help students be  
successful in school. 

· What does my child need to learn this year? 
· Does my child have the right material / attitude to learn? 
· What are the key concepts and topics that my child will learn this year? 
· How can my child use this information outside the classroom? 
· What can I do to help my child be successful? 
· What strategies will be used to help my child learn? 
· How can I help my child be an independent learner? 
· What can my child do if he or she does not understand the information? 
· What will my child be expected to do to show he or she has learned the information? 
· What level of performance should my child achieve? 
· What goals do you have for my child to achieve this year? 
· How will my child’s progress be evaluated throughout the year? 
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Listed below are some questions parents can ask their child as a way of helping their student reach     
success in school this year. 

· Are you reading a book right now?  What is it?  Tell me what it is about. 
· What are you learning to do in math class right now?  Why do you need to know how to do that? 
· What did you learn in science today?  Did you go to the science lab?  If so, what happened? 
· Did you use math in science today?  How? 
· What did you learn in social studies today?  Did you learn that by reading, by talking about it, and/or by 

doing a project? 
· Are you doing any research at school?  What is it about? 
· Tell me things your teacher said today. 
· Tell me things your teacher showed you today. 
· Tell me things you read or wrote today. 
· When did you write something today?  What was it about? 
· What is your favorite class?   Why? 
· When do you use computers?  Why do you use them? 
· Tell me something new you learned today. 
· Did you ask any of your teachers any questions today?  What did you ask? 
· How do your teacher know you are learning? 
· Could you answer questions that your teachers asked you today? 
· If you don’t understand something or know how to do something, what do you do? 
· Do you remember to take all of your materials to each class every day? 
· Are you on time for every class? 
· Do you know who to talk to if you are having trouble at school? 
· What can you do to be come a better student? 
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Homework  Tips  For  Parents 
These homework tips are ways you can help your child be more effective and efficient in completing his /her homework. 

 
¨ Make sure your child has a quiet, well-lit place to do homework. 
¨ Make sure the materials your child needs, such as paper, pencils and a dictionary, are available. 
¨ Help your child with time management.  Establish a set time each day for doing homework. 
¨ Be positive about homework. 
¨ When your child asks for help, provide guidance, not answers. 
¨ When the teacher asks that you play a role in homework, cooperate with the teacher. 
¨ Stay informed.  Make sure you know the purpose of homework and what your child’s class rules are. 
¨ Help your child figure out what is hard homework and what is easy homework.  Have your child do the 

hard work first. 
¨ Watch your child for signs of failure and frustration.  Let your child take a short break if he/she is   

having trouble focusing. 
¨ Reward progress in homework. 
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�  Take realistic practice tests.	
�  Develop a routine in studying.	
�  Don’t review too close to the test.	
�  Know the format of the test, avoid 

surprises in the format.	
�  Take practice test early in the day.	
�  Develop positive attitudes about test 

taking.	

����		������		�
�		����	
�  Get a good night’s sleep and get up 

early. 
�  Eat breakfast. 
�  Prepare a snack for break time. 
�  Use the restroom before testing to 

avoid distraction and interruption. 

������		�
�		����	
�  Be conscious of time. 
�  Read the questions and directions 

slowly and carefully and pay attention 
to keywords. 

�  Don’t waste time on problems you 
are stuck on. 

�  Underline words and phrases in read-
ing comprehension passages. 

�  Write legibly in open response ques-
tions. 

�  Don’t rely on preconceived ideas 
about the correct answer choice. 

�  Read all answer choices and       
eliminate incorrect answers before 
selecting the final answer. 

�  Stay relaxed and have faith in      
yourself.  

Cramming  for  exams  is 
counter-productive!!!!! 

 

We are more likely to digest and remember     
information from the first 20 minutes of a study 
session. After that 20 minutes, we are simply  
taking in information we are unlikely to remember, 
and clouding the retention of even that first 20 
minutes.  Start studying well in advance of a test, 
study in small doses, then continually review and 
add more information. 

During any study session, students should first work on 
subjects they dislike the most or find the most difficult, 
while their mind is still fresh. 

Avoid sugary food like donuts or pancakes on 
test day, as the energy from these empty 
calories will quickly fade.  Opt instead for a 
breakfast with natural sugar (fruit) protein, 
and starch to ensure sustained energy! 

��������	
���

���	������
������
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Encourage your student to try the following technique when they feel stressed before and during an exam 

1. Tighten the muscles in your feet. Hold for a count of 10. Relax. 
2. Flex the muscles in your legs.  Hold for a count of 10. Relax. 
3. Continue tightening and relaxing the muscles in your body - abdomen, back, neck, and face. 
4. Breathe in as you tighten each muscle and breathe out as you relax. This will clear your mind and help 

you focus on the task at hand. 
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September - RESPONSIBILITY 
Be accountable for what you say and do. 

 

October - COOPERATION 
Work together to achieve a common goal. 

 

November - RESPECT 
Be considerate of the feelings, rights and property of others. 

 

December - COMPASSION 
Show, think and feel concern for others. 

 

January - SELF-DISCIPLINE 
Practice self-control with positive behaviors and thoughts. 

 

February - SELFLESSNESS (FRIENDSHIP) 
Give of yourself, without hurting yourself, and don’t expect anything in return. 

 

March - TRUSTWORTHINESS & HONESTY 
Be reliable and truthful in what you say and do. 

 

April - COURAGE 
Have the courage to stand for a noble and generous purpose. 

 

May - TOLERANCE 
Be open-minded and respectful towards those with beliefs and practices different 

from your own. 
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TEKS Objectives (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) 

English Language Arts and Reading - Grade 7 & 8 
  (1)  Listening/speaking/purposes. The student listens actively and purposefully in a variety of settings.  
  (2)  Listening/speaking/critical listening. The student listens critically to analyze and evaluate a speaker's message(s).  
  (3)  Listening/speaking/appreciation. The student listens to enjoy and appreciate spoken language.  
  (4)  Listening/speaking/culture. The student listens and speaks to gain and share knowledge of his/her own culture, the culture  

of others, and the common elements of culture.  
  (5)  Listening/speaking/audiences. The student speaks clearly and appropriately to different audiences for different purposes  

and occasions.  
  (6)  Reading/word identification. The student uses a variety of word recognition strategies.  
  (7)  Reading/fluency. The student reads with fluency and understanding in texts at appropriate difficulty levels.  
  (8)  Reading/variety of texts. The student reads widely for different purposes in varied sources.  
  (9)  Reading/vocabulary development. The student acquires an extensive vocabulary through reading and systematic word  

study.  
(10)  Reading/comprehension. The student uses a variety of strategies to comprehend a wide range of texts of increasing levels  

of difficulty.  
(11)  Reading/literary response. The student expresses and supports responses to various types of texts.  
(12)  Reading/text structures/literary concepts. The student analyzes the characteristics of various types of texts (genres).  
(13)  Reading/inquiry/research. The student inquires and conducts research using a variety of sources.  
(14)  Reading/culture. The student reads to increase knowledge of his/her own culture, the culture of others, and the common  

elements of cultures. 
(15)  Writing/purposes. The student writes for a variety of audiences and purposes and in a variety of forms.  
(16)  Writing/penmanship/capitalization/punctuation/spelling. The student composes original texts, applying the conventions of  

written language such as capitalization, punctuation, handwriting, penmanship and spelling to communicate clearly.  
(17)  Writing/grammar/usage. The student applies standard grammar and usage to communicate clearly and effectively in     

writing.  
(18)  Writing/writing processes. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing.  
(19)  Writing/evaluation. The student evaluates his/her own writing and the writings of others.  
(20)  Writing/inquiry/research. The student uses writing as a tool for learning and research.  
(21)  Writing/connections. The student interacts with writers inside and outside the classroom in ways that reflect the practical  

uses of writing.  
(22)  Viewing/representing/interpretation. The student understands and interprets visual images, messages, and meanings.  
(23)  Viewing/representing/analysis. The student analyzes and critiques the significance of visual images, messages, and    

meanings.  
(24)  Viewing/representing/production. The student produces visual images, messages, and meanings that communicate with  

others.  
 
Mathematics - Grade 7 
(1)  Number, operation, and quantitative reasoning. The student represents and uses numbers in a variety of equivalent forms.  
(2)  Number, operation, and quantitative reasoning. The student adds, subtracts, multiplies, or divides to solve problems and  

justify solutions.  
(3)  Patterns, relationships, and algebraic thinking. The student solves problems involving proportional relationships.  
(4)  Patterns, relationships, and algebraic thinking. The student represents a relationship in numerical, geometric, verbal, and  

symbolic form.  
(5)  Patterns, relationships, and algebraic thinking. The student uses equations to solve problems.  
(6)  Geometry and spatial reasoning. The student compares and classifies shapes and solids using geometric vocabulary and  

properties.  
(7)  Geometry and spatial reasoning. The student uses coordinate geometry to describe location on a plane.  
(8)  Geometry and spatial reasoning. The student uses geometry to model and describe the physical world.  
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TEKS Objectives (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) 

Mathematics - Grade 7 (continued) 
  (9)  Measurement. The student solves application problems involving estimation and measurement.  
(10)  Probability and statistics. The student recognizes that a physical or mathematical model can be used to describe the      

 probability of real-life events.  
(11)  Probability and statistics. The student understands that the way a set of data is displayed influences its interpretation.  
(12)  Probability and statistics. The student uses measures of central tendency and range to describe a set of data.  
(13)  Underlying processes and mathematical tools. The student applies Grade 7 mathematics to solve problems connected to  

everyday experiences, investigations in other disciplines, and activities in and outside of school.  
(14)  Underlying processes and mathematical tools. The student communicates about Grade 7 mathematics through informal and 

 mathematical language, representations, and models.  
(15)  Underlying processes and mathematical tools. The student uses logical reasoning to make conjectures and verify   

conclusions. 
 
Mathematics - Grade 8 
  (1)  Number, operation, and quantitative reasoning. The student understands that different forms of numbers are appropriate for 

 different situations.  
  (2)  Number, operation, and quantitative reasoning. The student selects and uses appropriate operations to solve problems and  

justify solutions.  
  (3)  Patterns, relationships, and algebraic thinking. The student identifies proportional relationships in problem situations and  

solves problems.  
  (4)  Patterns, relationships, and algebraic thinking. The student makes connections among various representations of a    

numerical relationship.  
  (5)  Patterns, relationships, and algebraic thinking. The student uses graphs, tables, and algebraic representations to make     

predictions and solve problems.  
  (6)  Geometry and spatial reasoning. The student uses transformational geometry to develop spatial sense.  
  (7)  Geometry and spatial reasoning. The student uses geometry to model and describe the physical world.  
  (8)  Measurement. The student uses procedures to determine measures of solids.  
  (9)  Measurement. The student uses indirect measurement to solve problems.  
(10)  Measurement. The student describes how changes in dimensions affect linear, area, and volume measures.  
(11)  Probability and statistics. The student applies concepts of theoretical and experimental probability to make predictions.  
(12)  Probability and statistics. The student uses statistical procedures to describe data.  
(13)  Probability and statistics. The student evaluates predictions and conclusions based on statistical data.  
(14)  Underlying processes and mathematical tools. The student applies Grade 8 mathematics to solve problems connected to  

everyday experiences, investigations in other disciplines, and activities in and outside of school.  
(15)  Underlying processes and mathematical tools. The student communicates about Grade 8 mathematics through informal and 

 mathematical language, representations, and models.  
(16)  Underlying processes and mathematical tools. The student uses logical reasoning to make conjectures and verify  

conclusions. 
 
Science - Grade 7 
  (1)  Scientific processes. The student conducts field and laboratory investigations using safe, environmentally appropriate, and  

ethical practices  
  (2)  Scientific processes. The student uses scientific inquiry methods during field and laboratory investigations.  
  (3)  Scientific processes. The student uses critical thinking and scientific problem solving to make informed decisions.  
  (4)  Scientific processes. The student knows how to use tools and methods to conduct science inquiry.  
  (5)  Science concepts. The student knows that an equilibrium of a system may change.  
  (6)  Science concepts. The student knows that there is a relationship between force and motion.  
  (7)  Science concepts. The student knows that substances have physical and chemical properties.  
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TEKS Objectives (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) 

Science - Grade 7 (continued) 
  (8)  Science concepts. The student knows that complex interactions occur between matter and energy.  
  (9)  Science concepts. The student knows the relationship between structure and function in living systems.  
(10)  Science concepts. The student knows that species can change through generations and that the instructions for traits are  

contained in the genetic material of the organisms.  
(11)  Science concepts. The student knows that the responses of organisms are caused by internal or external stimuli.  
(12)  Science concepts. The student knows that there is a relationship between organisms and the environment.  
(13)  Science concepts. The student knows components of our solar system.  
(14)  Science concepts. The student knows that natural events and human activity can alter Earth systems. 
 
Science - Grade 8 
  (1)  Scientific processes. The student conducts field and laboratory investigations using safe, environmentally appropriate, and  

ethical practices.  
  (2)  Scientific processes. The student uses scientific inquiry methods during field and laboratory investigations.  
  (3)  Scientific processes. The student uses critical thinking and scientific problem solving to make informed decisions.  
  (4)  Scientific processes. The student knows how to use a variety of tools and methods to conduct science inquiry.  
  (5)  Scientific processes. The student knows that relationships exist between science and technology.  
  (6)  Science concepts. The student knows that interdependence occurs among living systems.  
  (7)  Science concepts. The student knows that there is a relationship between force and motion.  
  (8)  Science concepts. The student knows that matter is composed of atoms.  
  (9)  Science concepts. The student knows that substances have chemical and physical properties.  
(10)  Science concepts. The student knows that complex interactions occur between matter and energy.  
(11)  Science concepts. The student knows that traits of species can change through generations and that the instructions for  

traits are contained in the genetic material of the organisms.  
(12)  Science concepts. The student knows that cycles exist in Earth systems.  
(13)  Science concepts. The student knows characteristics of the universe.  
(14)  Science concepts. The student knows that natural events and human activities can alter Earth systems. 
 
Social Studies - Grade 7 
  (1)  History. The student understands traditional historical points of reference in Texas history.  
  (2)  History. The student understands how individuals, events, and issues prior to the Texas Revolution shaped the history of  

Texas.  
  (3)  History. The student understands how individuals, events, and issues related to the Texas Revolution shaped the history of  

Texas.  
  (4)  History. The student understands how individuals, events, and issues shaped the history of the Republic of Texas and early  

Texas statehood.  
  (5)  History. The student understands how events and issues shaped the history of Texas during the Civil War and         

 Reconstruction.  
  (6)  History. The student understands how individuals, events, and issues shaped the history of Texas from Reconstruction  

through the beginning of the 20th century.  
  (7)  History. The student understands how individuals, events, and issues shaped the history of Texas during the 20th century.  
  (8)  Geography. The student uses geographic tools to collect, analyze, and interpret data.  
  (9)  Geography. The student understands the location and characteristics of places and regions of Texas.  
(10)  Geography. The student understands the effects of the interaction between humans and the environment in Texas during  

the 19th and 20th centuries.  
(11)  Geography. The student understands the characteristics, distribution, and migration of population in Texas in the 19th and 

20th centuries.  
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TEKS Objectives (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) 

Social Studies - Grade 7 (continued) 
(12)  Economics. The student understands the factors that caused Texas to change from an agrarian to an urban society.  
(13)  Economics. The student understands the interdependence of the Texas economy with the United States and the world.  
(14)  Government. The student understands the basic principles reflected in the Texas Constitution.  
(15)  Government. The student understands the structure and functions of government created by the Texas Constitution.  
(16)  Citizenship. The student understands the rights and responsibilities of Texas citizens.  
(17)  Citizenship. The student understands the importance of the expression of different points of view in a democratic society.  
(18)  Citizenship. The student understands the importance of effective leadership in a democratic society.  
(19)  Culture. The student understands the concept of diversity within unity in Texas.  
(20)  Science, technology, and society. The student understands the impact of scientific discoveries and technological 

innovations on the political, economic, and social development of Texas.  
(21)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of  

sources including electronic technology.  
(22)  Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms.  
(23)  Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working independently and with others, 

in a variety of settings. 
 
Social Studies - Grade 8 
  (1)  History. The student understands traditional historical points of reference in U.S. history through 1877.  
  (2)  History. The student understands the causes of exploration and colonization eras.  
  (3)  History. The student understands the foundations of representative government in the United States.  
  (4)  History. The student understands significant political and economic issues of the revolutionary era.  
  (5)  History. The student understands the challenges confronted by the government and its leaders in the early years of the     

Republic. 
  (6)  History. The student understands westward expansion and its effects on the political, economic, and social development of  

the nation.  
  (7)  History. The student understands how political, economic, and social factors led to the growth of sectionalism and the Civil  

War.  
  (8)  History. The student understands individuals, issues, and events of the Civil War.  
  (9)  History. The student understands the effects of Reconstruction on the political, economic, and social life of the nation.  
(10)  Geography. The student uses geographic tools to collect, analyze, and interpret data.  
(11)  Geography. The student understands the location and characteristics of places and regions of the United States, past and  

present.  
(12)  Geography. The student understands the physical characteristics of the United States during the 18th and 19th centuries  

and how humans adapted to and modified the environment.  
(13)  Economics. The student understands why various sections of the United States developed different patterns of economic  

activity.  
(14)  Economics. The student understands how various economic forces resulted in the Industrial Revolution in the 19th century.  
(15)  Economics. The student understands the origins and development of the free enterprise system in the United States.  
(16)  Government. The student understands the American beliefs and principles reflected in the U.S. Constitution and other   

 important historic documents.  
(17)  Government. The student understands the process of changing the U.S. Constitution and the impact of amendments on  

American society.  
(18)  Government. The student understands the dynamic nature of the powers of the national government and state governments  

in a federal system.  
(19)  Government. The student understands the impact of landmark Supreme Court cases.  
(20)  Citizenship. The student understands the rights and responsibilities of citizens of the United States.  
(21)  Citizenship. The student understands the importance of voluntary individual participation in the democratic process.  
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TEKS Objectives (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) 

Social Studies - Grade 8 (continued) 
(22)  Citizenship. The student understands the importance of the expression of different points of view in a democratic society.  
(23)  Citizenship. The student understands the importance of effective leadership in a democratic society.  
(24)  Culture. The student understands the relationships between and among people from various groups, including racial,    

ethnic, and religious groups, during the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries.  
(25)  Culture. The student understands the major reform movements of the 19th century.  
(26)  Culture. The student understands the impact of religion on the American way of life.  
(27)  Culture. The student understands the relationship between the arts and the times during which they were created.  
(28)  Science, technology, and society. The student understands the impact of science and technology on the economic 

development of the United States.  
(29)  Science, technology, and society. The student understands the impact of scientific discoveries and technological     

innovations on daily life in the United States.  
(30)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of 

sources including electronic technology.  
(31)  Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms.  
(32)  Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working independently and with others, 

in a variety of settings.  

TAKS Objectives (Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills) 

Writing - Grade 7 
�� The student will, within a given context, produce an effective composition for a specific purpose. 
�� The student will produce a piece of writing that demonstrates a command of the conventions of spelling, capitalization, 

punctuation, grammar, usage, and sentence structure. 
�� The student will recognize appropriate organization of ideas in a written text. 
�� The student will recognize correct and effective sentence construction in written text. 
�� The student will recognize standard usage and appropriate word choice in written text. 
�� The student will proofread for correct punctuation, capitalization, and spelling in written text. 
 
Reading - Grade 7 & 8 
�� The student will demonstrate a basic understanding of culturally diverse written texts. 
�� The student will apply knowledge of literary elements to understand culturally diverse written texts. 
�� The student will use a variety of strategies to analyze culturally diverse written texts. 
�� The student will apply critical-thinking skills to analyze culturally diverse written texts. 
 
Math - Grade 7 & 8 
�� The student will demonstrate an understanding of numbers, operations, and quantitative reasoning. 
�� The student will demonstrate an understanding of patterns, relationships, and algebraic reasoning. 
�� The student will demonstrate an understanding of geometry and spatial reasoning. 
�� The student will demonstrate an understanding of the concepts and uses of measurement. 
�� The student will demonstrate an understanding of probability and statistics. 
�� The student will demonstrate an understanding of the mathematical processes and tools used in problem solving. 
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TAKS Objectives (Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills) 

Science - Grade 8 
�� The student will demonstrate an understanding of the nature of science. 
�� The student will demonstrate an understanding of living systems and the environment. 
�� The student will demonstrate an understanding of the structures and properties of matter. 
�� The student will demonstrate an understanding of motion, forces, and energy. 
�� The student will demonstrate an understanding of earth and space systems. 
 
Social Studies - Grade 8 
�� The student will demonstrate an understanding of issues and events in U.S. History. 
�� The student will demonstrate an understanding of geographic influences on historical issues and events. 
�� The student will demonstrate an understanding of economical and social influences on historical issues and events. 
�� The student will demonstrate an understanding of political influences on historical issues and events. 
�� The student will use critical-thinking skills to analyze social studies information. 
 

GRADING GUIDELINES  
Teachers use a variety of methods to access a grade for student. The work evaluated may include homework, daily 

assignments and projects. The six-week grade will be an average of all the work assigned.   
The District grading scale is: 

 

GRADING  

A 90 - 100 Excellent                       
Accomplishments 

1 Superior Superior conduct, fine attitude, very cooperative,           
outstanding citizen 

B 80 - 89 Above Average 2 Above Average Excellent conduct, cooperative, conforms to                
school and class rules 

C 70 - 79 Average 3 Average General behavior is satisfactory but room for improvement 

F 69 & Below Failure to meet 
the acceptable 

standards 

4 Poor Conduct needs improvement, frequent minor infractions 

BEHAVIOR  

1 Incomplete 
Work 

 5 Unacceptable Conduct subject to disciplinary action  


